
PanelsShineat theSolar
Decathlon
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e Solar Decathlon is a design and

fabrication competition sponsored

by the U.S. Department of Energy

and the National Renewable Energy Labo-

ratory. The competition brought together

18 teams of college and university students

to design, build, and operate the most

attractive and energy efficient 500- to 800-

sq.-ft. solar-powered home - with enough

generated electricity to run a modern
household.

Trespa was recognized as one of the

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo's entry's biggest

supporters. Those involved in the project
believed their awards in both the "archi-

tecture" and "dwelling" contests were

achieved by the unique look and properties

of Trespa panels.

On the outside, Trespa Meteon was

used as a rain screen cladding system.

The open joint system equalizes pressure

.
;:

between the cladding and the

load-bearing wall, minimizing

the amount of water penetra-

tion, and ventilation allows

moisture to drain out of wall

construction. The rain screen

look was also mimicked on

the inside of the house using

Trespa Athlon interior panels.
The house was constructed

to be energy efficient based on

its overall design and architecture instead

of relying heavily on the use of solar panels
and batteries.

Trespa's "green" properties were also

a perfect match for the parameters of the

project. Trespa panels are environmentally

friendly, particularly in the recycling of

raw materials and recovering energy.

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo took third place

overall, with top three finishes in six of 10

CalPolySan LuisObispo'sentry into the Solar Decathlon focused on energy-

efficient design.

contests. Jurors found the solar house to be

elegant yet simple; they found it to be more

crafted than other entries, and it worked

well within the rules of the assignment.

After the competition, the house was

returned to the campus in San Luis Obispo,

CA, where it serves as a functioning case

study for teaching and learning about envi-
ronmental issues and architecture.
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NoLongeranIsland:AMore
AccessibleCampusCalendar

K
nown as "the Island University,"

Texas A&M University-Corpus

Christi is the only higher educa-
tion institution in the U.S. that is located

on its own island: 240-acre Ward Island,

to be specific. Historically, the university

had posted event information online in a

simple list that highlighted just a handful

of the most noteworthy items.
While it did increase awareness of those

events, the campus's Calendar Committee
felt that a more accessible and all-

encompassing calendaring solution should

be implemented. "The campus needed
a source of information that was more

comprehensive," said Z. Paul Reynolds, as-

sistant director of the University Center &

Student Activities. "And it needed a system
that distributed the workload associated
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with keeping a master calendar up to

date to the contributors and a group

of authorized calendar managers."

Ultimately, the EMS Master

Calendar systemfromDeanEvans&
Associateswaschosenastheprimary ... . .

A new calendar system simplified the postmg of mformatlon at Texas

campuswide calendar. Reynolds A&MUniversity-CorpusChristi.

explained, "The university selected
the Master Calendar because it is a

complete system and one that allows more

people to have a hand in the process. The

way we've configured security, anyone on

campus can submit an event for approval

by a calendar manager." This decentral-

ized approach to calendar management has

simplified the posting of information and

helped connect university departments

with students and student groups with
their members.
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Users are definitely taking advantage

of the readily accessible event information,

with more than 16,000 calendar page hits

recorded in one representative 30-day pe-

riod; and that doesn't take into account the

36,000 times that automated RSS feeds set

up by users pulled data from the calendars

in that time. Clearly, the Island University

has found the key to bridging the informa-

tiongap.
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